
Four weeks after Donna Roberts underwent a hysterectomy in 2004, she returned to the hospital because her surgical 
incision had burst open. Doctors discovered she had a staph infection. After initially being treated for the infection 
at home, Roberts was readmitted to the hospital for four days of treatment. She was discharged and the infection 
appeared to clear up. 

But two years later, her infection reemerged. Roberts had developed a Bartholin’s gland cyst and went back to the 
hospital to have it drained. It was then that Roberts learned that she had a Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus 
(MRSA) infection. She spent the next nine days in the hospital, undergoing five surgeries in five days to clean and drain 
the infection. Roberts continued her antibiotic treatments at home and eventually the infection cleared up. However, 
two months later, the infection came back on her arm and lower stomach. This time she went to a different hospital and 
spent another five days under their care. 

Roberts’ healthcare-associated infection has turned out to be a life-changing event. Her doctors have told her she may 
have occasional infection outbreaks for the rest of her life. Roberts hopes that by sharing her story, she can help shed 
light on this serious, all too common issue and spare others from what she has experienced.


